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You Should Know

by Joseph Schmitt

hat makes a quirky town quirky? Well, it helps if it's off the beaten path a
little. And it's got to have unexpected elements and an unconventional history. |
think it also helps to have more art gallerles than churches and preferably few,
if any, stoplights. Most of all, a quirky town is defined by ifs residents and their innate
appreciation for diversity andan unusual drive foward the uncenventional. [l explore
four such towns here, where open minds and curious hearts wil find it easy to relax,
explore and encounter other quirky souls.

Bisbee, Arizona

Bob Klein and his partner, Jeff Truullo had plunned a two-week camping vacation
across their home state of New Mexico and into southern Arizona. But Onl}" days into
their frip, a little fown named Bisbee threw a wrench into their plans. While in southern

Arizona, someone suggested they have dinner in a nearby town they weren’t familiar
with: Blshee After dinner, Bob and Jeff got a room, sold their house in New Mexico
and bought and refurbished a miner's cottage and c:d|aceni home. While this series of
events didn’t happen mrermght (Bob is quick fo stress the entire process took over five
years), the couple did fall in love with Bisbee instantly. It's hard not to fall in love with
this beautiful artists” enclave, with its well-preserved Victorian structures, Wild West motif
~and, above ali, its people. “The people were just so friendly,” says Bob. “You could |ust
fell fhey were |'|r:1|:>[:v;.|r to be here and happy to have ‘jmu visit.” -

continued next page »
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Historic Downtown Bisbee, AZ
Photo: Doug Hocking, Buckland Abbey LLC
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In the late 1800s, the “Queen of the Copper
Camps” was one of the richest mineral sites
in the world. And by the early 1900s, Bisbee
was the largest city between St. Louis and San
Francisco. When mining operations ceased
in the mid-1970s, mining employees left and
free spirits moved in and found Bisbee ideal
for pursuing artistic endeavors. Today the
population of greater Bisbee is somewhere

around 6,000.
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and Swim Party and the
ever-interesting Lingerie Pub

Nearb
Paﬂ: (mﬁ:*::h::;; Caverns State Crawl. Don't forget your
exploring. parks.com) for deep caye bloomers!

Jerome, Arizona
You won't have to wait at any
traffic lights in Jerome, but you
will get something of a workout
as you wander ifs steep
mountainside streets. Donna
Chesler, owner of Gallery
527 (gallery527jerome.com)
and local photographer,
proclaims, “You see things in
Jerome you just won't see anywhere else,”
referring mostly to the diverse arts and crafts
scene. But having traveled to Jerome numerous
times during my short life, | know she’s also
talking about the town's historic buildings and
its ghostly reputation, as well as its striking
beauty, with sweeping views across the Verde
Valley below, stretching on fo the colortul rock
formations of nearby Sedona.

Bob also credits Bisbee's
progressive attitudes fo its long
history of ethnic diversity, dating
back to the mining days, when
Poles, Swedes and Mexicans dll
lived and worked here together.
Today, Bob and Jeft own
and operate the Doublejack
Guesthouse (doublejackbisbee.
com), a charming one-bedroom
miner's cottage that has seen
some dramatic upgrades in its
100-year history, now with a king-
size bed, claw-foot bathtub, full
kitchen and wireless high-speed
Internet.

With a mere 400 yearround residents,
roughly half of whom are artists of some
variety, Jerome has a long-standing reputation
as a quirky, almost mystical place. The
town's gay and lesbian residents are fully

Opened in 1877, Bisbee's
Queen Mine quickly
became one of the richest
copper mines in the world.
Today you can venture
deep into the now inactive
mine on the Queen Mine
Tour (queenminetour.com).
Another must for history
buffs is a visit fo the Bisbee
Mining & Historical
Museum (bisbeemuseum.
org), the Southwest's
first Smithsonian Institution
affiliate. A visit to the
historic Muheim Heritage
House will also take
you back into the 1%th

century.

A 13w dllhcpy T 5
s g B Ea i 1 | A
i - I i I " - I
# ke T R a1 S
'14 ey S M) e
-'\. ﬁ i o .II!-": : | L ‘;. o

W AZ. Photo: Donna Chesler (cheslerphotography.com)
BN Llocated just 90 temp-
| use erate miles southeast of
auesth‘-’;F as Tucson, Bisbee isayear-
round destination with
surprisingly wondertul
dining, a diverse
arts scene and fine
museums, all surrounded by a
rugged landscape that beckons
bikers, hikers and history buffs. For
a quirky good time like only Bisbee
can produce, you might plan your
visit around late June to help
celebrate Bisbee's fifth annual
Gay Pride (bisbeepride.com).
last year’s Bisbee Pride saw

events like the Leather and Lace
Street Party, the Poolside BBQ

A "downtown" view of the mountainside town of Jerome,
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information to Truth or Consequences, the
eccentric town with a funny
name and even quirkier
residents.
Formerly known as Hot
Springs, the town changed
its name in 1950 when
Ralph Edwards, host
of a wildly popular
game  show,  Truth
Or Consequences,
challenged atown inthe
U.S. to change its name

to that of his show.
Nearly 60 years after
the name change, T or

C (as the locals call

it) is still more famous

for the neutral
pH mineral waters
found throughout ba

.},c:{g ;}n;t;fmad and operated), offers a town than it is for the s
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| cauna. Truth or Consequences that went oft the
air before many

[ mineral Wet Room with hot mineral the game show NM. Photo,

of us were even born. Still, the town celebrates
its oddball name every year during Fiesta
(torctiesta.com), a two-day celebration each
May with pageants and parades in honor of
Ralph, the town’s de facto mascot.

It was the magical waters that first made me
fall in love with this small town of roughly
/7,000 residents. Ranging between 104 and
114 degrees, the mineral waters flow freely
at many hotels and inns throughout town.
The water is free of any odor, and you can
drink it right from your private tub. Just as
the Rio Grande streams by at the edge of
fown as it has for millennia, time passes
slowly here, seemingly unnoficed. There's
no rushing around downtown, addresses
aren’t even necessary, and you barely need
to look both ways before crossing a street.
Everywhere you go in Truth or Consequences,
you'll meet locals and regular visitors who
make this town even quirkier than its name
would suggest.
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Madrid, New Mexico

It was evening when | set out on a 30-minute
drive from Santa Fe to the small town of
Madrid (pronounced MAD-rid) with my
friend Caroline. The starry night drive along
Route 14, also known as the Turquoise Trail
(a National Scenic Byway), illuminated
New Mexico’s otherworldly beauty that
seems fo stretch forever. Knowing that
New Mexico is full of eccentric individuals
and progressive artists and that | was in
the good hands of a good friend, | was
surprised to feel a tinge of apprehension
as we slowly found our way down a dark
. road into a fown of under 300 residents.
I It seemed that we were entering a rather
* rough-looking neck of the woods.

We found parking in a dirt lot and
made our way into the Mine Shaft
Tavern (themineshafttavern.com), ana
my apprehension grew. As an Arizona
native, I'd been in these kinds of bars
before with my gun-oting brothers,
where big-city gays like me don't really
fit in. But the place was packed and
the mood was rather festive, with live
fusion music of some indie country-rock
variety. Everywhere | looked, it was
cowboy boots, woolly beards, plaic
shirts, hardwood floors...and a large
bar lined with booze. Enjoying my first
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the Mine Shaft Ta

drink, | scanned the room with greater intent,
and then it hit me: This might be the first rural
saloon where | actually fit in.

We had come to Madrid, in part, to join a
mutual friend and local real estate agent,
Kevin Bobolsky. Kevin filled me in on how
this former mining town evolved into a
hippie hangout and drug lair in the 1960s
and eventually turned into the slightly more
respectable artists” haven that it is today. “The
beautiful thing about Madrid,” says Kevin, “is
that you've got this funky old mining town in
the middle of nowhere, and it's really gay-
friendly. In fact, the outlying area is littered
with gay cowboys and cowgirls, making art
and living off the grid.” Even tashion guru

Tom Ford has a massive ranch just upstream
from Madrid. Although | doubt he's living
“off-grid.”

After a couple of drinks, we made our way
outside for a moonlit tour through town.
While the tour didn't take long, the town
turned out to be absolutely charming. The
100-year-old wood-framed cabins that once
housed miners are now brightly painted and
showcase local artistry and house fun liftle
boutiques. You won't find a stoplight for miles
around, but what you will find are welcoming
smiles and a laid-back attitude that leave you
wanting more.

Visit Joseph Schmitt’s travel and lifestyle blog af
vonschmitt.com

GayTravelnews.com/Switzerlana
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