The Herald
SIERRA VISTA

N E W S O N L I N E AT W W W. S V H E R A L D. CO M

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 29, 2009 — $1.50

A NEW SHOT
IN AMERICA

BOMB CAUSED
RUSSIA TRAIN CRASH

UA TOPS
SUN DEVILS

COCHISE COLLEGE PLAYER HAS
SEEN HORROR OF GENOCIDE

INVESTIGATORS CONSIDER IT
AN ACT OF TERRORISM

MUFFED PUNT SETS UP
WILDCATS FOR VICTORY

LIFESTYLE, C1

NATION/WORLD, A8

SPORTS, B1

CRIME: SIERRA VISTA CASE INVOLVES TWO HOUSES AND NINE ARRESTS

3,700-pound pot bust ranks
‘pretty far up there’
A bumper crop

BY DEREK JORDAN
HERALD/REVIEW

SIERRA VISTA — More than
3,700 pounds of marijuana was
seized and nine people were arrested on Saturday after a traffic
stop led local and federal authorities to two homes in Sierra Vista.
The chain of events was sent
in motion last week when the
Sierra Vista Police Department
informed Immigration and Customs Enforcement of “suspicious
vehicle activity,” in the area of
Ironmaster Street.
“They noticed methods that

are commonly associated with
smuggling, whether it’s human
or drug smuggling,” said Vincent
Picard, ICE spokesman.
Further investigation by ICE
identified a residence at 1656
Ironmaster St. as possibly being
involved in smuggling activity,
authorities said.
Saturday morning, ICE agents
observed a white van leaving the
residence and informed Sierra
Vista police, Picard said.
Officers attempted to stop the
vehicle, but it fled, leading to a
brief pursuit ending in the area

of Buffalo Soldier Trail and Highway 92, Sierra Vista police Sgt.
Lawrence Boutte said.
During a search of the vehicle,
law enforcement officers discovered about 1,000 pounds of marijuana, Picard said.
The driver of the van, a Mexican citizen in the country illegally, was taken into custody.
After this incident, a search of
the residence on Ironwood Street
by agents of ICE and the U.S. Border Patrol uncovered about 1,500
pounds of marijuana, authorities
See BUST, Page A10
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ON SVHERALD.COM: VIDEO FROM BUENA TRIP

After parade, band
waves bye to Hawaii
BY BILL HESS
HERALD/REVIEW

HONOLULU — Buena
band students took part
in a balmy, breezy and
mele start to the Kalikimaka season Saturday.
But, for the Marching
Colts, the parade route
was not Sierra Vista’s
Fry Boulevard — that
comes Saturday night
after the students have
returned to Arizona —
instead occurring along
one of the streets of a
Honolulu suburb.
As they marched toward the sea — an appropriate direction for
the community’s annual Hawaii Kai Christ-

U.S. customs officers have seized more
than 100 pounds of
marijuana from the
bumpers and doors
of a car that was
stopped at Naco.
Officers were
screening travelers at
the port on Thanksgiving Day when they
became suspicious
of a car driven by a
22-year-old man from
Sonora, Mexico. Officers found both bumpers and doors were
loaded with pot.

mas Parade, since “kai”
means “sea” in Hawaiian — spectators warmly greeted the band’s
performances of holiday
music in marching time
in a typical aloha fashion consisting of waving hands, applause and
more than once calling
out Mele Kalikimaka
— Merry Christmas.
With more than 150
marchers, the band’s
fast-paced trip to Hawaii began Tuesday and
included a music clinic
for the show band members, two performances
by that group Wednes-

See BAND, Page A10

It’s been a big
weekend for
tourism in
Cochise County’s
mile-high city.
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Woodwind players of the Buena band tune up
Saturday on a park field in Honolulu before marching
in the annual Hawaii Kai Christmas parade.

EDUCATION: AN EYE
ON STATE STANDARDS

Schools
aim to go
beyond
past marks
BY ADAM CURTIS
HERALD/REVIEW

SI ER R A V ISTA —
Teachers continue to
get their feet wet and
stretch their technical savvy as the Sierra
Vista Unified School
District moves forward
with a gradual implementation of Vail’s interactive online curriculum program, Beyond
Textbooks.
The prog ram basically started as a Webbased version of the
instructional system
Vai l Uni f ied School
District has been using for about five years,
Vai l Superintendent
Calvin Baker said. For
the last three years, all
of the district’s eligible
schools received state
labels of “excelling,”
which is the highest
rating a school can get.
“We k now ou r i nstructional prog ram
works; it’s not a fluke,”
B a ker said. B eyond
Textbooks is geared toward state standards
that every student in
Arizona is expected to
meet. Textbooks are not
as specifically focused.
Once a small district,
Vai l star ted Beyond
Textbooks to share its
instructional program
with districts that have
fewer resources, Baker
said. Now there are 11
other districts in Arizona using Vail’s program, which garnered
international attention
when it was noted on
the front page of the
New York Times.
“The Web site got hit
by people from 49 states
and well over 40 countries,” Baker said.
With Beyond Textbooks, teachers have
access to resources specific to state standards
that were developed by
their fellow teachers,
can post their own re-
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Good start for shopping season

Who won tree contest?

Nationally, Black Friday shoppers
spent a bit more this year than on
the same day last year. Retailers
are taking that as a sign of life in
the economy. Stores were busy in
Sierra Vista, keeping customer service staff members such as Target
cashier Crystal Carmichael busy,
shown at right. More than a year
after the economy’s collapse began
rattling shoppers, industry observers said Friday’s shopping sprees
offered a strong start to the holiday
season.
Page A8

Judges have made their decision and results are in for the 10th annual Festival
of Trees. This year’s winner, an entry
called “Arizona Christmas,” is a tiny tree
that won big with a first place in the “best
imaginative tabletop” category, as well
as “best in show.” Supplemented by a detailed prop that included a log cabin decorated for the holidays, rough-cut corrals
with horses and a barn, the tree’s setting
depicted an Arizona ranch in whimsical
country scenery. Created by Donna Willard and Lowell Van Dyke, the entry delighted festival spectators.
Page A3
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EVENT OF THE DAY

MONEY: Small construction
companies have trouble
getting finances to build.

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY’S: 2 p.m., Sierra
Vista library. Event features storyteller Karl
Hallsten and Tucson Tellers of Tales.
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This paper is published
for Gary Gregg of
Bisbee and the
rest of Cochise County.
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Bisbee opens its doors to visitors

their homes,” he said.
“You’re surrounded by the history and the context of the town and
that’s very cool, but then to see what
people have done, you go back feeling
a little bit inspired,” Schmidt said.
He added that it’s interesting to see
where people find places to build on
the sides of hills.
“You have to kind of work to get
to some of them. There are no easy
walks in Bisbee, but they’re all
worth it,” Schmidt said.
For their friends John Mahn and
Laurel Hizer, it was a chance to scope
out houses to buy, Schmidt said.
They are considering retiring in
Bisbee, Mahn said. They were also

married in Bisbee.
“We’ve been coming here for so
many years, and it just felt right that
we be married in a place that we
loved,” Hizer said. They enjoyed the
houses on the tour, but may need more
money to invest in a Bisbee home.
While most of the homes on the
tour date back to the early 1900s or
even the 1800s, one was recently rebuilt on the site of an old miner’s
shack that was condemned because
of a mold problem.
When Hossman asked George Bellinger to include his house on the
tour, he said it could not be because
it is not historic, he said. “She said,
‘But it is historic because Bisbee will

melt; these old houses will go down.
Somebody has to say, ‘What are we
going to have for the future?’
“So I asked my son, ‘Can you build
me a new, old Bisbee shack?’ ” Bellinger said. He wanted the outside of
the house to look like the simplest
possible structure that a miner
would have built, but the inside is
totally eclectic. “You don’t see two
things that match,” Bellinger said.
His staircase, for example, is covered with a hodge podge of art and
magazine clippings.
It took shape when some of his
dinner guests asked to help out, and
Bellinger broke out some paint, glue,
magazines and maple stain, he said.
“I said, ‘I’ll open some more wine,
I’ll turn the music up,’ and I said,
‘Let’s get at it.’ ”
“Five hours later, at 2 in the morning, this was the result of five drunken people,” Bellinger said. “It’s all
just recycled junk, but they love it.
“Yesterday was phenomenal. People love this place, I was astonished,”
he said.
Bob Klein and his partner, Jeff
Trujillo, showed off two houses, one
of which is now available to rent on a
nightly basis, Klein said. They lived
in the Doublejack guesthouse, which
was built in 1895, while renovating
their current home, which was built
in 1906 as a boarding house.
“I worked on this house for five
years. I thought it was going to take
three months. I don’t know what
I was thinking,” Trujillo said. “It’s
easy to laugh about now.”

ness owners in the area, and even
then, she would have needed approval from the Bisbee City Council.
The St. Patrick’s Holiday Fair received a good response and turnout,
and it was also helpful that it lasted
two days this year instead of just one,
said Jesse Brown, a vendor and co-organizer of the event. There was live
Peruvian music and more vendors on
Friday, the first day of the fair.
“About half the vendors have left
today because it is going to snow,”
Brown said. Many vendors came
from northern Arizona or other areas, and did not want to risk traveling in a snowstorm.
They may have had the right idea,
since the fair had to close more than
two hours early because of the wind,
Sowden said. Even so, the few people
she talked had done really well over
the weekend.
By about noon Saturday, Brown
had al ready made more money
than she did last year, though that
was largely due to it being a twoday event, she said. An arts fair is
already scheduled at the church for
the Fourth of July.

Joan Werner, owner of Atalanta’s
Music and Books, said she did not
think it was a good idea to use up the
parking spaces last year, particularly
during a busy weekend. “You don’t
want to do anything to make the parking worse than it already is.”
The home tour brings a lot of
business to town, and the different
events give visitors a reason to stick
around, Werner said. “Everything
works together to make it a successful weekend.”
Hours before it closed on Saturday,
more than 1,400 people had stopped
by the Bisbee Visitors Center over
two days, Manager Ilona Smerekanich said. Virtually all lodgings
in town were full for the weekend.
The shops stayed open until 7 p.m.
for the Olde Bisbee Holiday Bazaar,
and those who participated contributed $25 each to fund a variety
of entertainment starting at 3 p.m.,
said Sowden, who also organized the
bazaar. Some argue having the fair
so close, like last year, reduces sales
because of added competition, but
Sowden does not feel that way.
“To me, it doesn’t compete. To me,

having the vendors brings a group of
people who wouldn’t come just for the
shops, increasing the possibility of
selling things,” she said. “There are
merchants who feel that it’s competitive and there are merchants who
know it brings more people. It’s like
you’re stuck in the middle, and I just
didn’t feel like being a volleyball.”
The bazaar was sponsored by the
Bisbee Chamber of Commerce and
featured a variety of holiday-themed
activities, live music, food and a
window-decorating contest, Sowden
said. There were carolers and horse
and buggy rides, and even Santa
made an appearance.
It’s hard to say if the bazaar brings
more business because it is already
a big weekend for events, said Werner, whose shop participated in the
event. “I think it’s a good thing for
businesses to cooperate together.”
The Sam Poe Gallery contributed,
as well, even though it’s never been a
big moneymaking event for the gallery, said Poe Dismuke, co-owner.
“It gets people out, gets people in the
holiday spirit,” he said. “We’re happy to do it.”

Mike and Roxanne Allen of Sierra
Vista said they came for the home
tour because everything is unique.
“The chairs are always an added bonus to uniqueness,” she said.
“Some of them are really nice and
some are a little bizarre,” he said.
One of the chairs had a carnival
theme and included a mechanism to
use a sling shot, which was provided,
to spin a dog ornament hanging from
the chair’s back. One made by Trisha
Steiner was themed after “Where
the Wild Things Are” and was titled
“Sendak comes to Bisbee.”
Most of the chairs were a typical
size, but there were some smaller
pieces made in the style of pottery,
and even one made like a pendant.
Dave Owen’s “A Chair to Wear” was
a silver necklace with a chair that had
a turquoise seat, said Judy Perry, a
member of the Bisbee Woman’s Club.
“I thought that was really nice.

“People enjoy seeing the chairs
— they really do — and I think the
artists enjoy making them,” she said.
Perry herself entered a chair with a
floral theme, titled “Bisbee Garden.”
This was the favorite of Diane Chodil, who came to the home tour with
her husband, Jerry. The couple came

with three busloads of people from
Saddlebrooke, a retirement community north of Tucson.
“There are a lot of nice ones here.
It’s a neat idea; it fits right in with the
event,” Diane Chodil said of the chairs.
“We took some pictures and maybe
we’ll go home and get creative .”

Historic Home Tour
BY ADAM CURTIS
HERALD/REVIEW

Holiday bazaar and fair
BY ADAM CURTIS
HERALD/REVIEW

BISBEE — On a weekend packed
with visitors, there was no shortage
of shopping opportunities in Bisbee,
which featured both a holiday bazaar and a holiday fair on Saturday.
Last year, the artisans’ fair was
held in a parking lot near the shops
in Old Bisbee but was moved to St.
Patrick’s Catholic Church to serve
as a fundraiser for the church, said
Kathy Sowden, an organizer of the
event. The church needed help to
raise money to cover the $30,000 annual cost of insurance on the building, which includes historic stained
glass windows. The church received
the vendor fees required to rent a
space, while the vendors got to keep
their proceeds.
The fair needed the space as much
as the church needed a fundraiser
because the city added requirements
to hold the fair in the parking lot,
Sowden said. She would have had to
get a petition signed by all the busi-

Art Chair Auction
BY ADAM CURTIS
HERALD/REVIEW

BISBEE — With the home tour
comes the annual Bisbee Art Chair
Auction, which gives visitors a
chance to take some original Bisbee
artwork back home with them.
There were 33 entries in the auction this year, which was on track to
exceed last year’s proceeds of $2,100,
said Ilona Smerekanich, chair of the
auction. On Saturday evening, the
Bisbee Woman’s Club had already
received about $1,900, and not all the
money was in.
The proceeds go to the club’s scholarship program, which benefits a
senior girl from Bisbee High School
each year, said Bobbe Hossman, a
member of the club. The artists get
half of what their work sells for, and
the rest goes to the club.

Copper Queen Library
adds map database

One of the homes shown Saturday during Bisbee’s 27th Historic Home Tour.
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Benefiting the
Community Food Bank

Every Evening - December 12 through 25, 2009
Every Hour on the Hour Starting at 6 pm thru 9 pm
RESERVATIONS Recommended - CALL (520) 647-0050
Major Credit Cards Accepted
Private Carriage Rides Available
We are located on the north side of Ft. Lowell Rd. between Tucson
Blvd. and Country Club, directly across the street from Danny’s
Baboquivari Lounge. Danny’s address is 2910 E. Ft. Lowell Rd.
We have a white office building in a fenced area next to the main
entrance @ Christmas Ave. & Ft. Lowell.

Dr. Lucy Burciaga MD
Internal Medicine and Diabetes Care

Physicals • High Blood Pressure
Arthritis • Chronic Fatigue
Elder Care

Over 20 Years Experience On Call 24/7 Spanish Speaking
Accepting most insurances.
4525 E. Campus Dr., Sierra Vista, AZ 85635

8am-5pm Mon-Fri

459.5959

Our year round mission ...

Women’s Wellness
“Early Detection
is the Best Protection”

Mobile
Digital Screening
Mammography

Now available on November 30th
at our Palominas Rural Health Clinic
10524 E. Highway 92, Palominas
For your convenience, schedule your appointment
by calling our Radiology Department at 520-432-6541.
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BISBEE — With the
acquisition of AtoZMapsOnline, Copper Queen
Library patrons now
can access the world’s
most useful online map
database. With its collection of more than 16,000
maps and supplemental
materials, it is the only
product that combines
such a large database of
static, animated, realtime, scientific and antique maps in an easyto-reach place.
All library patrons
can now download and
use tens of thousands of
maps in any way they
wish. This includes use
for print and electronic
reports, so long as the
map is not resold.
A sampling includes
political maps, physical
maps, climate change
maps, historic maps,
hurricane maps, earthquake maps and more.
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BISBEE — The historic houses in
Old Bisbee always attract attention,
and well more than 1,000 people took
advantage of a chance to see the inside of some of these homes during
the 27th Annual Historic Home Tour
on Friday and Saturday.
There were 1,150 tickets printed
for the event, and additional copies
had to be made Saturday afternoon
to accommodate a healthy turnout
this year, said Bobbe Hossman,
chair of the home tour and a member of the Bisbee Woman’s Club. The
club has been running the event for
eight years, and it is the club’s largest fundraiser each year. Last year,
1,157 people attended the tour, and
the club raised $8,500 to donate to local charities, Hossman said. Organizers were on pace to do even better
this year, though final counts were
not available.
Different houses and areas of town
are featured every year to keep the
event fresh for return visitors, Hossman said. This year, the proceeds
will benefit Border Animal Rescue,
Verhelst Recovery House and the
Central School Project.
Tom Schmidt and his wife, Karen,
have made the trip from Tucson just
about every year for at least the last
10 years, he said.
“It’s just fascinating; it’s fun to see
how creative people have gotten with
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Copper Queen Community Hospital

